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The Essential of Personal Christianity. 
One day last winter, after a very cold and 
inclement week, the writer was called to visit 
a sick man, a Roman Catholic by profession, 
whose previously infirm and failing health had 
been altogether prostrated by exposure to the 
severity of the weather, and who seemed to 


_ be, as afterwards he proved to be, in a rapid 


decline. He was an intelligent and well-edu- 
cated man, who had filled important stations 


of commercial trust, and who was capable of 


responding intelligently to any suggestion made 
to him. Instead of trying to convert him from 
Romanism at that erisis of life, it seemed 
proper to meet him with that which all Chris- 
tians, of whatever dcnominational relations and 
customs, must acknowledge to be central and 
essential in Christianity, and to sce how far he 
was prepared to accept it. Accordingly we 
said to him; “ Mr. -, you and | have been 
brought up in very different communions. You 
believe Protestants to be in error, and I as sin- 
cerely and thoroughly believe you to be wrong. 
We will not discuss these matters now. ‘There 


is one point about which we must perfectly 


agree, and that is. this:—that Whoerer really 
loves the Lord Jesus Christ, and desires more 
than anything else to do his will, is safe and 
must be happy ; whether Protestant or Cathol- 
ic. If he loves Christ, Christ loves him; and 
so long as Christ lives, and where Christ lives, 
he will live also.” | 

« Yes sir,”"—said the sick man, slowly, and 


_ with great emphasis, as the remark conunended 


thinking of, in this simplest form. 
worth applying, as the measure of ourselves. 


itself to his judgment and conscience, and as 
he evidently worked out to the sense of the 
truth of it, through all the traditions and cus- 
toms with which he had been encompassed— 
“that certainly is true! That certainly is 
rte! If a man loves Christ, Christ does 
love him; and he cannot but be happy so long 
as Christ lives, and whoever he niay be.” 

The way was thus at once prepared for a 
frank inquiry as to the fact in his own case ; 
whether he did thus personally love and obey 
the Saviour. ‘The progress of the Conversation 
need not here be detailed. It is enough to say 


that it was altogether encouraging to the hope | 


that the sick man was,a friend of the Son of 
Gsod, and destined to his immortal Presence. 
To those who saw him often afterwards, ane 
whose pleasure it was by many offices of kind- 
ness to smooth and cheer his way to the tomb, 
he continued to give ever increasing proof of 
the Christian character formed in himself; and 
when he died it was among his last and most 
earnest requests that he might be buried in 
the simplest way, without any of the special 


Romish forms, as just an humble and penitent 
believer in Christ, hoping in him for Resurree- | 


tion and Immortality.—How many more such 


shall compute ¢ 


prelates and ecclesiastics of that hoary Corpo. 
ration, those who have only been brought up 


within its walls, and have conformed passive- | 
ly to its usages and laws, rather than accept- | 


there may be in the Romish Communion, who 
It is our glad belief that the 
number of them is to be reckoned by tens of | 


thousands ; that whatever may be true of the— property,” says the pompous merchant, “| go 


it—that is J myself—because it de- 


| Scriptures treat him; putting him in the front 
of all parts of the Mths = and makiug all 
tributary to the noblest and most beautiful pre- 

ntation of himself. No ingenious and elato- 
rate structures of doctrine, however they may 
claim to be impregnable to logical assault, or 
even to be bulwarked and furnitured from the 
Scriptares, are of any true value to us as im- 
mortal beings except aa Christ is enshrined 
within them ; is made to permeate and enlight- 
en with his vital power all their bulwarks and 
apartments, and is expressed from them, for 
the acceptance of men. And no matter how 
much one may claim for himself, on account 
of his orthodoxy, or on account of his liber- 
ality, on accou:t of his desperate and bigoted 
championship of the interests of oppression, or 
otherwise on account of his zeal in the refor- 
mations of Society and the State, he is wretch- 
ed and lost, “ condemned already,” if he do 
not love Christ. 
we would measure his value and prophesy his 
future, Has he love for the Master’ If he 
fails at this point all the orthodoxy and the 
conservatism of Nicholas of Russia, or of bis 
allies in this country, cannot save him before 
(rod.—There is no other sight so saddening 
and disgraceful, as of men who claim to be 
the very high priests of Religion, adept hiero- 
phants of its most sacred mysteries, ostenta- 
tiously conformed on Sabbaths and special 
days to its most rigid rules, and most imperious 
in their declarations of what it demands, and 
yet with no one earnest manifestation in all 
their life of this Love of the Master! Men 
tricky in their speech; ready for any slander- 
ous and scandalous imputation on neighbors, 
that may gratify the meanness of a personal 
spite; declamatory and denuneciatory for the 
interests of their sect; radiating, from.tongue 
and pen, and all the time, dishonesty, malice, 
and all uncharitableness! If such men did 
but know it, the very fiercest and most over- 
whelming of the rebukes of Christ are leveled 
against themselves; for the very essence of 
Pharisaism and hypocrisy is in thew. The 
man who should be seduced into honoring the 
(sod revealed in their character, would be more 
au idolator than any Chinaman; for in deed 
and in truth he would be a ‘ worshipper of 
Devils.” In the true Church of Christ, which 
includes all the Christ-like, these have. no 
smallest part. 

It seems to us that too many true Chiis- 
tians deprive themselves of the luxury of con- 
scious and joyful Love to Christ, and of all 
the experiences that would come after this; 
through a kind of fear that they are not 
worthy to love him. ‘They go ‘under: bond- 
age’ all their days; dreading to let in on 
their hearts the glow and glory of free and 
conscious affection for Christ, as if it were a 
privilege too high and rare for them. ‘They 
are ‘in the Seventh chapter of Romans,’ as 
one has said; not yet delivered into the liberty 
and song of the wonderful Eighth chapter. 
They think of Christ as to come in the Judg- 
ment; rather than of Christ as_ historically 
come, revealed in his life and on the cross, in 
the infinite beniguity and tenderness of his 
Love. They look on themselves, and their 
personal defeets, rather than on Tlim, and his 
glorious fulness, of loveliness and of power ; 
and so they miss the joy this would give. 
‘This is certainly wrong. - [t is the privilege as 
itis the duty of every one to Love Christ; 
with ardent, personal, grateful affection, And 
all the life and power of Cheistian action, the 
joy of Christian experience, the flush and 


imight of Christian hope, claim this as their 


first clement. ‘lo enthrone it in the beart, and 
to be conscious of its presence there, should 
be the aim of every diséiple—IJndependeni. 
Destroying Property. 
“I go against the law, because it destroys 
stroys property. that is mine, my own pro- 


pel iv. 
No doubt,” says Job; “ye are the people 


ed intelligently its erroneous doctrine, are in and wisdom shall die with you,” 


multitudes of cases sincere believers in the | 
Lord, whom the communion that oppresses 
them has still applauded as its head and bla- 
zoned on its banners, while it has perverted 
his truth and departed from his spirit. 
day for sweeping and indiscriminate denunci- 
ation of the Romish communion has now 
passed by- Henceforth it becomes all Chris- 
tian persons to understand its doctrines, to 


_ know the significance and esthetic propriety 


of many of its forms, and to recognize and 
draw out with the attractions of their intelli- 


- gent sympathy the followers of Christ whom 


it includes. 

But the principle with which we started has 
been mainly in our thoughts in meditating 
these paragraphs; and the incident in con- 


nection with which we have stated it is only 
important as showing how naturally the mind 


in the presence of Death turns to this as to 
the centre of Personal Christianity; how se- 


_curely it rests here; and with what absolute 


clearness and certainty of affirmation it de. 
cides that if any man love and serve Jesus 


‘Christ, his Future is secure, and one of Peace. 
From all forms of rite, from all forms of doc. 


trine, one comes back to this at the approach 


of Death. ‘The analysis of the death-chamber 


is instant and accurate. It is personal Love 
for a personal Saviour, that must save the soul. 


Familiar as the principle is, it is ever worth 


It is ever 


It will try all movements, men, organizations, 


~ that profess to be Christian, with an unfailing 


accuracy. It will determine, when we apply 


it to the estimate of the age, the true 


progress 
of Christianity, in the midst of its clamorous 


bruit of reform, or of its wealthy and splendid 
but sordid civilization. It is a principle that 


has manifold and most memorable relations to 
all action and life. 


That is the true and effectual cons of 
the Gospel, which ever treats Christ as the 


Strut and smoke your regalia—sink down 
into your crimson cushions, chuckle at the rus- 


tle of the satins, as your daughters pass you— | 


smile at the flash of that diamond ring upon 
‘our wife’s finger—look complacently on yen- 
der pondrous gilt frames—admire the magnifi- 
cent sweep of the velvet curtains—let your 
eyes tiot in the gorgeous colors of your rich 
carpets—listen to tones of that grand piano— 
shut out—shut out the shop now—let business 
go. Why should you think for a mement upon 
that pallid creature who yesterday begged you 
for God’s sake not to sell her husband rum ? 
Why should you remember her unspoken 
curse as you held up your license! Forget 
the child in his rags who led the drunken fa- 
ther home. 

Aye! but there came a pale man in your 
shop. He bearded you in yout den promptly, 
unflinchingly, he gave his reasons why you 
should comply with the law; and thus he 
spoke boldly : 

“ What a beggary and misery in its 
train? What lays waste smiling fields, and 
levels princely mansions’ ‘The rich man dies 
upon his bed of down, and the chandelier, 
whose red blaze makes his dead face ghastly, 
is soon lighted up above the reveller’s board. 

The heir sits underneath; upon his distorted 
features are painted the hues of the wine cup. 
He is foul! he isadrunkard. A few years 
hence he will stagger under a lam -post in the 
gutter, no roof to shelter his head—no friend 
to take him by the hand—and there he may 
die. 

“He was a rich man once—whut destroyed 
his property ?” 

The truth is, there never was a despoiler so 
powerful as this poison that lines your shelves. 
The world would be almost an Eden but for 
you and your brotherhood. In communities 


though poor and humble, are the homes, and 


The one true question is, if 


- 


smilingcontent moves through t 
the penple. Seldom is night made a carnival 
scene Gf horrors, in which murder plays his 
gauit reveille—and the placid waters of fair 
stream} close over the ghastly corpse of the 
gambler—the suicide. 

Tiere you will find the shattered cot rebuilt, 
the neglected garden planted, the forsaken 
field plonghed over, all the fences repaired and 
new paipted. 

Within those houses, where once the heart- 
braken Wife has wept for shame, and the chil- 
dren for-hunger, the barrel of flour, the joint 
of meat displace emptiness. Many a little lux- 
ury that none enjoy so well as the poor, fill the 
once naked closet. How neat and new the 
v.arm bright carpets look ! 

Where are the pale cheeks? where the 
heavy eyes—-the tears, the groans that one 
was wont to bear! ‘There is nothing there 
like a tear, save the drops that glisten in the 
hearts of;the summer roses that tremble inside 
the windows—and they speak of beauty or 
purity. 

Is it wet pleasant to see the man clothed 
and in his right mind, seated with his little 
ones by the glowing hearth! or is it a sweeter 
sight to watch him reeling from your store, 


with the tags clinging to his limbs, aud oaths} 


falling from his lips 

Searching to the very heart were his words, 
and yet yOur pompous reply was, 

“LL amoagainst the law because it destroys 
property.” 

estroy property will it! Well we arraign 
you in vour brilliant: parlor; can you answer 
this? carries more than twenty thon- 
sand beings to the grave annually ¢ fathers, 
husbands, sons, brothers — wives, mothers, 
daughters, sisters / 

What gives to one man a right to murder 
his neighber by inches. 

Destroy property! What is your pauper 
tax increased by? What do our alms-houses 
cost you? what fills then? What do our 
jails cost you? who fills them? What sends 
beggarly children to throng the streets ?— 
What does it cost to rearup criminals?) What 
wrecks the: intellect, and crowds our insane 
hospitals? What has made many a fair crea- 
ture a maniac for life, but the tact that her 
mother was no longer to be honored{ What 
causes that young man to weep in the very 
agony of shame, when he beholds his father 
aimark for the childish rabble, who ery “ go 
up thou bald head!” 

Go against the law because it destroys pro- 
perty——tmiserable argument! of what avail will 
it be in tha€ hour when you may ery out in 
the anguish of remorse, “ What shall ut profit a 
man if he the whole crorld and lose his own 


We Parted in Bilence. 

We pariod in silence—we parted at night, 
On the banks of that fonely river, 

Where te fragrant limes theirebui@hs unite — 
We mt and we parted forever. 

The nigh) birds sang and the stars above 
Told meny a touching story, 


Of how thee kingdom of love, 
Where tl soul wears its mantle of glory. 


* We part: lin silence—our checks were wet, 
With the tears that were past controlling, 
# And we sowed we would never, ne, never forget, 
And ths! vow at that time was consoling. 
But the Woe that echoed that vow of mine, 
Are as cold a8 that lonely river, 
And the Searkling eye—the spirit’+ shrine — 
Has shrouded its flres forever. 


And now, on the midnight sky [ look, 
Till my Heart grows full to weeping, 
Each star to me is a sealed bool, 
Some tae of that loved one’s \veping. 
We parted in silence—we parted in tears— 
On the fanks of that lonely river ; 
ut the co} Land gloom of its by-cone years, 
Will hang o'er its waters fore ver. 


Coming I Home. 


Glad words! The waters dash upon the prow 
of the gallant vessel. She stands on the deck, 
and while the winds woo her ringlets, looks 
anxiously for tue headlands of home. In thought 
there are warm kisses on her lips, soft hands 
on her tempigs. Manly arms press her to a 
throbbing heart, and one voice sweeter than all 
the rest whispers “ My child!’ Coming home! 
Full to burstmg is her voung heart, and she 
secks the cabin to give her joy vent in blessed 
tears. 

Coming hame! The best room is set apart 
for his chamber. Again and again have loving 
hands folded away the curtains, and shook out 
the snowy drapery. The vases are filled every 
day with fregh flowers, and every evening 
tremulous, loy§ng voices whisper, “He will be 
here to-morrow, perhaps.” At cach meal the 
table is set with scrupulous care. The newly 
embroidered sjippers, the rich dressing-gown, 
the study cap that he will like well, are all pa- 
raded to meet bis eye. 

That student brother! He could leap the 
waters, and fly like a bird home. Though he 
has seen all the splendor of olden cities, there 
is but one spot.that fills his heart, and that spot 
he will soon reach, “sweet home.” 

Coming home! What sees the sun-browned 
sailor in the .darkling waters! He smiles! 
There are pictures there of a blue-eyed babe 
aud its mothes. He knows that even now his 
young wife sings the sweet cradle song, 


“For I know that the angels will bring him to me.” 


He sees her watching from her cottage door; 
he feels the beat of her heart in the pulse of his 
own, when a fgmiliar footfall touches only the 
threshold gf memory. 

That brenzéd sailor loves his home, as an 
eagle whasge wing seeks oftenest the tracks of 
the air, loves: best hig mountain eyric. His 
treasures are there. 

Coming,;home! Sadly the worn Californian 
folds his arms and sinks back upon his fevered 

low. What to him js his yellow gold! Oh, 
or one sweet smile of kindred! Lightly they 
tread by his bedside, watch the dim eye, moist- 
en the pagehed lips. * 

A pleagant face bends. over him—a rough 
palm gentfy pushes beck the moist hair, and a 
familiar whispers, “ Cheer up, my friend, 


where the traffic has been but partially anp-| the sick man’s eye 
, order and harmony prevail. Heppy,| Home! tg it near? Gah he be most there! A 


thrill sends the blogd circling through his 


4 


be midst of | limbs—what !~shall he see those dear eyes be- 


fore the night of darkness settles down forever! 
Will his babes fold their little arms about him 
and press their cherry lips to hist What won- 
der if new vigor gathers in that manly chest? 
He feels strength in every nerve; strength to 
reach home—s:rength to bear the overwhelm- 

6 Jey. of meeting those dear ones. 

oming home! The very words are raptu- 
rous. They bear import of every thing sweet 
and holy in the dumestic life—nay, more, they 
are stamped with the seal of heaven, for the 
angeis say of the dying saint, “ Hv’s coming 
home.” — Boston Olive Branch. 
Difficulties of Science. 

It is interesting to review the problems 
which men find it impossible to achieve, and 
yet all the time they have a very clear notion 
as to what they want. 

In Washington, under the care of the trea- 
sury department, (perhaps allotted now to the 
home department, since its recent establish- 
ment,) there are deposited the various standards 
of weight and measure. Among them i§ a 
brass bar, made with exceeding care, whieh 
represents the standard yard of linear measure. 
This standard was made in England, and is 
within a mere atom of being an exact yard in 
length, according to the English measure, from 
which it is copied. Upon the side is engraved 


of an inch by which it is too long or too short. 
Why not have it exactly the right length—an 
exact copy? Simply because no human skill 
in the use of tools can make an exact copy ! 
Now what can be more simple as an idea, than 
to make the lengths of two rods of brass pre- 
cisely equal! And yet simple as the idea is, no 
man can perform the feat. He can find out 
how much too long or too short it is, but ex- 
cept by merest chance, he can never make 
two rods of precisely the same length-— 
“Why?” The only answer is, that the mind 
can appreciate a difference in length so minate, 
that the clumsy hand and tools of a mechanic 
cannot realize it. The difference can be de- 
tected, but not remedied, 

So, too, is it with the exquisite pieces of 
work kept as standards of capacity (bushel, 
peck, quart &e.,) and weight. Such perfect 
brass cannot be found in the United States as 
is worked up into these miracles of aceuracy. 
Yet every one of them has recorded against 
it a note of error —infinitesimal, but error 
still, 

‘ The late superintendent of the Coast Survey 
began the work of manufacturing these stand- 
ards’ He distilled all the zinc, and dissolved 
all the copper (cents) chemically, in order 
to gain pure metals with which to form the 
brass. Laths, new “laps,” and workmen’s tools 
were made. ‘The castings were examined with 
microscopes to find out flaws ‘The balances 
with which the weights are tested vibrate with 
the air a fly’s wing might throw upon them.— 
The water with which the pecks and quarts 
are filled for trial is distilled and rated by the 
themometer. ‘Ihe foundation on which the 
linear measures are laid for comparison, are 
solid granite pillars, their bases planted ten 
feet deep in the earth. But, after all, no two 
‘measures are alike, no two pounds are the 
same, no two yard rules have the same length, 
‘and there’s no help for it. “ Near enough for 
all practical purposes,” they all are. But the 
mind of.man craves a perfection , whieh no 
refinement of manual skill ean attain, 

To work up steel into all its thousand shapes 
of usefulness involves many difticult problems, 
some of which can never be solved. If it is 
required to make a perfectly round and slender 


_ | journal of hardened steel, in shape and size 


like the spindle of a spinning: wheel, it is prov- 
ed to be easy to “ turn” it truly, but the hard- 
| ‘ning process springs it and makes it crooked. 
Now, if it be hardened at first, then we can 
find no tool that can cut it, except a diamond. 
Then, too, after we have “/rued” it with a dia- 
‘mond tool, if we attempt to polish it, it be. 
comes untrue, for ne steel surface is so uni- 
formly hard as not to wear away unequally 
under a polishing or grinding application — 


~Conségnently, a hardened and polished steel 
cylinder or journal is a mechanical impossi- 
bility. It will surprise many to learn that no 
two surfaces can be made so truly as to touch 
each other uniformly when they are laid face 
to face. Yet this is so, as can be most easily 
seen by looking at the oil on the guides of a 
steam engine, and seeing how unequally it is 
deposited over the surfaces of the cross-head 
and the guides respectively. 

Thus in every branch of mechanies, the work 
man finds unexpected difliculty. Often, in- 
deed, it is the problems of- simplest look that 
turn ont to be the hardest of all. 

The illustrations adduced thus far have been 
of a single class only, namely—defects or dif- 
ficulties which belong to the workman’s stuff 
or material, Butin the range of inventions 
and machines we find the same experience.— 
The mind sees defects in the very best ma- 
chines; inventions are never perfected, and 
cannot be. We need charity when we speak of 
engines, as truly as when we speak of friends 
—tell over, their virtues, and forget their weak- 
nesses. 

For instance, since the time when Watt gave 
to the world the lowpressure steam engine, innu 
merable efforts havé been made to apply the 
power of steam directly to rotary motion, thus 
avoiding the loss and the complication of parts 
which gur ordinary engines exhibit. Yet thus 
far no man has succeeded in building a dura- 
ble rotary engine; and the engines on our 
steamers and in our factories are in no essen- 


one that James Watt erected for the English 
coal mines years and yearsago. Nothing can 
be simpler than the idea of making the steam 
act upon the wheel directly, and so drive it 
round and round, without all the clumsy inter- 
vention of “ slides” or “ ways” and levers, such 
as Watt found necessary to use. But the me- 
chanical conditions of the motor, steam, its 
nature, so subtle and so elastic, so hot, and yet 
80 easily cooled, s0 powerful if confined, so 


tia] particular different in their detail from the 


gentle if let loose—sthese qualities compel the 
use of cylinders and reciprocating motion; 
and without doubt always forbid any improve- 
ment of the eugine in this direction, And yet 
every true mechanic abhors a 
motion, and avoids it whenever he can. A 

there is hardly an engine builder in the country 
that cannot tell of rotary engine that would 
almost be just the thing. We will venture the 
prediction, that as long as steam engines are 
used, so long will the cylinder and the recipro- 


j cating piston be the device by which its power 


is harnessed up to work. 

In like manner the heat that is wasted by 
the escape of steam into the cold air; or by its 
condensation in cold water, when it escapes 
into a condenser, has been for years a matter 
ofstudy the world over. For, if we could only 
save the heat, and return it to the boilers in 
any way, a ton of coal would sail a ship round 
the world. And it does seem a possible thing. 
Yet it is not possible so long as water and 
steam are the only agents used. ‘The new 
“Caloric Engines,” which are now building, 
bid fair to gain measurably in this direction ; 
but they are not steam engines. But when a 
mechanic tries to save the heat of the waste 
steam, and apply it to} raise steam again, it is a 


chemical problem, analagous to making a clock 


| 


wind itself up or the waste water of a mill to 


the number of thousandths or ten chousandths ; ™" back above the dam, and get ready for 


another plunge—or the mercury of a “ static 

pressure engine” to replace the mereury which 

the famous centrifugal force has displaced. 
Generally epeaking, itis the case, that a new 


discovery must precede a truly great invention. 


{and varied those powers may 


And after the invention is made, its mechanical 
defects are slowly remedied, and perfection 
proximately attained. This connection be- 
tween discovery and inventions must be a 
theme for another paper—neantime we may 
say of the mechanic what the patriarch says of 
all mankind. “Thou (God) has appointed 
his bounds that he cannot pass.”—IJndepen- 
dent, 


Hiram Powers in Italy. 


President Smith, of Marietta College, Ohio, 
writes home from Italy some ifteresting sketch- 
es of the new sculptures of Powers at Flo- 
rence 

Mr. Powers met us at the door, in his studio 
dress, a brimless hat of ‘Tuscan straw, and a 
wrapper ot Scotch plaid. We had found him 
truc to the American character, at work. Mr. 
Powers is a gentleman, | should suppose, forty- 
five years of age, moderately stout built, of me- 
dium stature, with strongly marked features, 
and a dark cye, at once mild and lustrous. 
With the modesty of true genius, he seemed to 
shrink from compliment, and from the simple 
straightforwardness of his manner, you are 
sure, notwithstanding his brilliant reputation, 
that his thoughts are much more occupied with 
the creations of his chisel, than the fame they 
have secured. He regretted, he said, that he 
had nothing of “ very high interest” to show 
us; and, doubtless, to his practiced eye, most of 
the beautiful works around us seemed rude in 
comparison to the beau ideal in his mind, and 
even with the beau real of some of the same 
figures, after the marble has received the last 
stroke of chisel. Yet how —— did we grect 
the head of Washington and Marshall, and 
Jackson, of .Webster and Adams, and Calhoun, 
and of a multitude of others whom the Repub- 
lic has delighted to honor, which stand here, 
the emblems ot liberty in the midst of Italian 
despotism. Here stood the busts of Dian and 
Proserpine, in the finest of marble, and the 
model of the Greek Slave, just as the artist 
bodied forth his conception jin the clay. Here 
stood the Eve, one of the pgrest and loveliest 
forms which the sculptor’s ¢hisel ever disin- 
terred from its marble ceretents. Here stood 
the California, of which I had never heard, a 
most graceful female figure, allegorizing the 
scductions ot gold. In her left hand she holds 
before her a divining rod, pointing to the aurifer- 
ous earth, and in her right, half concealed be- 
hind her, a scourge of thorns, so often destined 
to lacerate those who say, like the son of Has- 
san, * Lat me be suddenly rich.” Theallegory 
is perfect. ‘Thedivining rod! How often have 
its portentous indications baulked the hopes 
which they have raised. The thorns! They 
are only half concealed, and the keen and pru- 
dent eye of Reason, which sees “ behind and 
before,’ would surely detect them; yet how 
many have they deeply and fatally wounded 
whom the passion for gold has made blind. 


At present Mr. Powers is engaged upon a 
statue of Washington for the State House of 
Louisiana. It is a noble figure, and notwith- 
stending the artist has departed from what 
seems to be one of the canons of practical 
sculpture, in rejecting the toga,and giving to 


our hero his own military dress, the work will). 


be no failure. lt presents Washington exactly 
as he was,and as his venerable form is familiar 
to every American eye. It will please the 
American people, whether it pleases critics or 
not. 
tue, [ could not but ask myself:—what has 
Ohio done towards 
zen! Powers is a 


In Ohio he spent the first years of his manhood, 
and in Ohio he commenced his 
artist. Yet I learned from an 
mark, that the South first appreciated his 
and that the first order for a statue from 
rica was received from Charleston. 
may be and prubably are other works of 
which have been ordered in Ohio, but I do 
remember to have seen or heard of but two, 
busts of Judge B. of Cincinnati. Ought he 
te receive from the State an order for a work 
the new Capitol, of sufficient magnitude, at 
the est powers of the sculptor" 
be, the future 
only can determine. Nothing certainly can 
exceed, in the rounded grace of muscles in re- 
pose, and in beautiful attitudes prompted by the 
ntler passions, some of the statues which 
ve already sprung from his creative haad. 
They prove his intuitive and perfect 


tion of the beautiful. Other occasions, if they} 


are furnished, may eres to the study of the 
anatomy of the human figure, under the sway 
of more powerful sentiments, and we may find 
issuing from his studio, figures whose muscular 
ons like the Day and Night of Michael 
Angelo, in the Medicean chapel, or whose * ba- 
salisk eyes,” like those which the same great 
master has taught to glare from beneuth 


Whilst looking at the model of this sta-} 


the helmet of Duke 


Lorenzo, may appeal to 
other ions besides the simple leve of the 
beautiful and good. How man noble scenes 
for bas-reliefs does the history of Ohio present ' 
—the massacre of the Indians onthe Up 
Muskingum, the landi at 
rietta, the formation of 
cothe, and ‘many others which will readily 
suggest themselves. Let Ohio do her duty b 
giving ~~ artist-son an opportunity to test h 
stre 


After half an hour of unmingled gratifica- 
tion, we left the studio of Mr. Bowden, full of 
admiration both of the artist and his works. 


Mr. Webster's Farm and Stock. 


Mr. Webster's , landed and person- 
al, is pretty large. His stock upon his farm 
has very great value. We have never seen 
the man who could give such an interesting 
and complete disquisition in to his do- 
mestic animals) He was not quick to 
apprehend the most hidden point in law or 
casuistry or logic, and to turn it over in all its 
bearings and relations, than at a glance to 
read_-the character and qualities of cattle. He 
seemed to have a passion for good farm stock. 
He was once showing a ‘few friends over his 
wide domain at Marshfield, and pointing out 
his animals, when, upon reaching a field upon 
which an hundred head of cattle were feeding, 
he stopped and stood gazing at them . some 
moments before speaking. He appeared to 
doat over them. “There,” said he, pointing 
to a small animal lying down, “ there is a cow 
that I will put against even ree in’ New 
Braintree or Barre. She is of the Ayrshire 
and Devon, was five years old in June, and 
since the 24th day of May last she has yield- 
ed — pounds of milk at night and — pounds 
in the morning ;” and so he continued in rela- 
tion to any other about which he was ques- 
tioned. “Ha the man,” said he, “ who 
can say as the e of Devon did to me—that 
he knew his name would live and have a place 
in the realm so long as good cattle should 
exist in England.” 

It is a singular coincidence that almost the 
last letter Mr. Webster wrote with his own 
hand, only four days before his fatal attack, 
was to Mr. Stetson, of the Astor House, in re- 
lation to this favorite subject of his care and 
attention. His attachment to this pursuit was 
noble. He almost lived out of doors, when at 
home. He watched and studied every depart- 
ment of agriculture with a devotion that was 


equally a delight. These ts never left 
him, and even in his last sickness he had much 


to say about his plans in this pursuit. 

life of Burke, will recollect a tender passage in 
his last days upon the earth, relating to an 
animal which had been a favorite of bis de 
ceased son. Mr. Burke was then broken with 
grief and gave some signs of the infirmities of 
a noble mind. With Mr. Webster it was dif- 
ferent: this was a subject endeared to him by 
his protracted experimental exertions to im- 
prove the agrieulture of his country. In its 

secution, as at once a recreation ‘pub. 
ic cares and a duty to his countrymen, he 
became.attached to the fine animals upon his 
field, in a manner which charmingly illustrates 
the simplicity of his nature, In one of the 
days of his illness, it is said, he sat up, sup- 
ported by a friend, and looked out with fond 
interest upon his herds, which had been driven 
up near to the mansion at his request. -No 
man has done so much to lend 2 blended dig- 
nity and attraction to the estimation in whi 
= is held in this country.— Worcester 


Our road next day lay directly across the 
Plain of Esdraelon, one of the richest dis- 
tricts in the world. It is now a green sea, 
covered with fields of wheat and barley, or 
great grazing tracts, on which multitudes of 
sheep and goats are wandering. In some re- 
spects it reminded me of the Valley of San 
Jose, and if I were to liken Palestine to any 
other country I have seen, it would be Califor- 
nia. The climate and succession of the sea- 
sons are the same, the soil is very similar in 


which makes California seem a paradise. 


there is the same picturesque rite oe 
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THE PACIFIC. 
San Francisco, Friday, January 14, 1853. 

The following persons will act as agents for 
this paper. The list will be increased from 
time to time. 

Journal Office, Stockton. 
| Colum)ja. 
Joampn Monterey. 
Panuen & Gruss Valiey. 
Mason & Yankee Jima. 
Cwantus Moquelomne Hit. 
Indifference to the Execution of Law. 


In popular governments laws are supposed 
to be the will of the people. The people are 
therefore under peculiar obligations to obey 
and enforce them. They may change them, 
but not break them. They may crasc them 
from the statute book, but never leave them 
there a dead letter. For such laws are a blot 
on the page. More, they are a corruption 


the whole. Far better remove themaltogethcr. 
Unexecuted, they are an acknowledged weak- 
ness, and proof of a government unworthy or 
incapable of support. | 

Such an acknowledgment is miost dangerous. 
It weakens all law. 
rulers. 
system of government. 
nals of all their sacredness. Governajent thus 
ceases to overawe the wicked. It becomes a 
terror to those only who do well. 


But this danger always exists where legisla- temporary organization, he won the regard ot | 


tion too far anticipates public sentiment. An- 
ticipate it may, to a certain extent. The arm 
of law is strong, and may to a certain degree 
arrest public evils, and lift up a people to its 
own higher clevation. It may sometimes be 
well to test the power of that arm, and risk a 


failure. But it should never be done without a! Commission, under Col. Weller. It was during 


‘this term of service that he was elected. to the 


probability of success. Legal force alone can 
never in a republican government accoinplish 
moral reforms. ‘The strength of all such enact- 
ments lies in the moral sentiment of the people 
to sustain them. If that fails, the laws fauls, 


and the failure of the law would be far more 


disastrous than its non-enactment. 
Whether or not we have fallen into the error 


of untimely legislation, we have certainly fallen idea,—buoy 


into the misfortune of wrexecuted lai. 
Take, for instance, the practice of ducliug 


This is condemned in the strongest manner by 
our Constitution, und statute laws the mest sc- 
‘vere have been enacted to punish the offence. 


By that Constitution the duelist is distranchiscd. 


He can neither vote, nor hold any office of 


profit in the State. He is made a kind of out-- 
law. In the eye of the law he is too dishonorable 
a man to be entrusted with public responsibility. 
. But what are the facts? Duels have been 


|—tearned, 
| States, that his old friend was about embarking 
on his return to a land which ever occupied a 
prominent place in his affections. 
_pleasant anticipations of meeting with one with 
whom he parted but a year since, in the full 


1853 


buke its violation, 
of the State! 

Something can be dongs 
the Press ce cand 
placed. By these all healthful reforms in pub- 
lic sentiment are chiefly cffected. By these 
that sentiment must be aroused to activity. To 
them, therefere, is our appeal. 


Death of Dr. E. Kirby Chamberlin. 


it was with emotions of the profoundest re- 


'gret that the numerous .friends of Dr. E. K. 
| Chamberlin in California, received _by the mail 
steamer of the Gthgnst. the news of his death 
“at sea, on his way to the land of his adoption. 
It was with a feeling of pleasure that the writer 
of this, whose good fortune it was to know him 
for years,—and 


“ None koew him but to love him, 
Or named hiin but to praise,” 


through advices trom the Atlantic 


All the 


vigor of manhood, with a wide field of useful- 


ness before him, were blighted by the news of | 


his melancholy decease. His loss will be deep- 


ly lamented, on both the Atlantic: and Pacitic 
sides of our Republic, © The hundreds who have 


| been with him in “the tented ficld,” and the 
there, spreading from leat to leat, aud vitiating | 


social circle at home, who have witnessed his 
daring and shill in his profession on the bloody 
lields of Mexico, and who can bear testimony 
to his unttorin kindness of heart, his generous, 
noble, and manly deportment, will ever cherish 


It diminishes respect for! 
It destroys confidence in the whole’ 
It divests legal tribu- 


his memory, and will not soon forget his many 
virtues, 

The name of Dr. Chamberlin ts identified 
with the early hustory_of the State of California. 


Asa member of the highest branch of the first 
Legislative body ever couvened the State, 


and over which he was called to preside m its 


all with whom he came in contact, for his ur- 


banity, dignity, and integrity. 


After serving with distinguished honor in Mex- 
ico as Surgeon of the First Regiment of Ohio 
Volunteers, upon the close of the war he came to 
California as Surgeon of the U.S. Boundary 


first California Senate, from San Diego County. 
In order to make arrangements for the edu- 


cation of his motherless children, two interest- | 


ing boys, who needed his paternal care, he 
visited his former home, a year or so since, 


with the intention of returning and pitching his 
‘tent permanently among us. 


With whom he had stood side by side and 
shoulder to shoulder in the darkest hour of Cal- 
ifornia’s infancy, he was cut down in the noon 


of life by the Destroyer that knows no law or 


limit, and all that was mortal of a noble and 
generous man lies entombed in the depths of 
‘the Pacific, to await that summons when the 


sea shall give up its dead. 
* After 
He sleeps well. 


life's fitful fevgr 


and redeem at last the honor 


Avimated with | 


Ba 


California Plants. 


| Pe 
fornia. This is probably true, with regard to 


er States, | 

An interesting variety, however, of the Laurus 
Carolinensiz, abounds in various section of this 
State. It is a very handsome tree, with dark 
evergreen ..fvilage ; and is known as the “ Lau- 
rel Tree.’ \t may now be seen in full bloom 
(this Jan. {st.). The flowers are in little clus- 
tered heads, on stalks growing out from the 
furk of the leaves and about } their length; 
generally cight in a bunch; of a pale greenish 
ycllow color—9 stamens to | central pistil—the 
leaves are Jong lance-shaped, slightly oval-mar- 
vin, smooth, texture netted and thin, dark green 
above, lighter uaderneath ; (fruit not seen.)— 
In favorable localities its growth is rapid but 
short-lived; attaining the height of 30 to 50 fect 
by 2 or 8% in diameter. In McDonald’s yard 
situated at the head of Barreas Valley, above 
Napa, is the largest ever secn by the writer. 
This was tsome 2 1-2 fect in diameter. It 
abounds, 1 varying size, along the margins of 
our little valley rivulets, and springy “dry creeks,” 
as they arg called. 
Tae tree may be scented at some distance, 
‘and exhales an odor so strong as to be quite 


overpowering to some persons, causing sick- 
ness und fheadache, if even “ camped” under at 
night during the warm season. 

The leaves are used in California, for culi- 
nary purpeses, in the celcbrated French creole 
gumbo distes: being mucilaginous with a very 
strony pungent spicy flavor. If chewed in any 
quantity the volatile oil fumes into the nostrils 
so stroug as to be painful bringing tears to’ the 
eyes as berse-radish and. mustard; but more 
persistently biting the tongue like prickly ash 
| The timber is equal to plain mahogany, and 
‘for cabinet work must prove useful for trunks, 
_clothes-presses, bureaus &c., equaling the cam- 
-phor-wood trunks imported (rom China, (which 
is of thé same genus) alike aflording security 
aguinst moths, and other insects. 

Medicinally it is a warm aromatic stimulant, 
‘and would furnish an exccllent ingredient for 
flavoring small beer and other beverages. 

San Francisco, Cal. A. Ketioae. 


Revision of the Constitution. 
branches of our legislature have ap- 
pointed Select Committees to consider and_ re- 


port upon so much of Gov. Bigler’s Message as 


‘rassafras is found in 


the more‘common kinds so abundantfin the old- | 
left Scott’s Valley on the 7th of Dec. and cross- 
ed the mountain between Scott and Trinity ri- 


Up 


—— 
11, 


SacRAMESTO, Pr 
Dem Paciric :—Afier long 
‘wanderings I grect you once again. I camgive 


very new from the upper countryg put 
to the latest dates. Our com 


vers that day. We traveled 16 miles, and 


ten feet de*p. Two days before some foot-men 
had crossed, but owing to the depth of the 
snow they could not keep the trail, and our 
animals following in their tracks were worse 
off, than they would have been in the right 
path entirely untrodden. But with hard wa- 


tread the trail, five of us out of some twenty 
got safely in to Secley’s just after dark. Some 
gave it up and went back, some camped for the 
night in the snow, others left their animals and 
came in on foot. 
selves and animals exhausted, rolled them in 


supperless on the snow. 


went back and brought in all, except those 
who had camped, men and beasts before mid- 
night. Ihave not heard of any one coming 
over the mountain since. . The Expressmen 
started to go over, but were compelled to return. 
When we left, most ot the miners had left the 
Klamath and Scott rivers, and gone to Rogue 


and the Coast, called Sailor Diggings. n 
Scott’s Bar and on the Klamath below the 
mouth of Scott’s river, flour was not to be had 
atany price. In Yreka it had been as high as 
$1,25 per pound, but when we left, it was sel- 
ling at 65 cents; and there were several pack 
trains with cargoes of flour and groceries ex- 
pected ina few days. Sugar and coffee were 
scarce at $1,00 a pound. At Shasta for the last 
month flour has ranged from 55 to 85 cents a 
pound. At Weaverville at the last accounts it 
was $1,25. Almost all the people were leav- 
ing. 

The snow on the mountains between Shasta 
and Weaver was about five feet deep, render- 
ing it impossible for loaded animals to pass.— 


they are likely to starve. But the poor men 
on Salmon River will have a harder time.— 
When we left Scott’s Valley men had been 
waiting three weeks to get over with beef cat- 
tle and provisions, but had given up all hopes 
of getting over with them. They had started 
the day before to go on foot. but finding the 


7 

y 


worked faithfully all day to do it. Six miles 
of the distance the snow lay from an inch to 


ding, pitching, and plunging, and getting off to 
Two sons of Abraham, them- 


their blankets and lay down without a fire, 


However, upon our arrival at Seeley’s guides 


river or the new diggings between 0mm Jn 


The pcople can come out on foot however if 


aut with lite and hope, and the 
‘so anticipation of mecting the old friends | 


relates to amending the Constitution. 


The 
Senate Cemmittee -is composed. of Messrs. 
Crabb, Ralston, Coffroth, Snyder, and Lott. 
The Committee in the Assembly are Messrs. 
Myers, Conway, Bell, Pacheco, Moore, Heyden. 


snow 20 fect decp, and soft at that, they had to 


turn back. They said provisions were very 


scarce when they last heard from there, and at 


that time they were in nearly a starving con- 
dition. What has become of them by this time 


feldt, Kittredge, Tighlman, Hally, McCandless, 
McMeans, Leake, and Fairfax. 

We hope that these Constitutional reformers, 
of which there is a large party in the Legisla- 
ture, will confine themselves to revising, and 
not aim at destroying that instrument. What- 
‘ever be their intentions, let them be manly 


it it hard to tell. There were near 200 men 
in all I think.. Of the flood in Sacrament Val- 
ley you are apprised. Much damage has been 
done to Ranches and crops, and hundreds ot 
cattle, horses, mules and hogs, have been swept 
away, chilled or mired. 


of the last election, 
and Californians. Two 
polls were opened by the parties—one regular- 


ly constituted by the proper authorities, 
other styled the “ American Box.” Many dif- 


ferent versions of the affair having appeared in 
print, a lengthy statement of the Californian 
view of the matter was published in te Alta 
of Ist inst. It appears to be a calm and candid 
statement, and we admire much of its tone and 
spirit. 

The following are the closing stanzas: 


We will now examine the alleged line of di- 
vision as drawn by the Californians, by consid- 
ering who were the candidates selected. The 
so called American party | poner upon their 
ticket the names of thirteen Americans and one 
Californian. The other party had on their 
ticket seven Americans and seven Californians. 
What beticr and stronger proof can we give of 
our conservatism and sincere desire to extend 
the hand of fellowship to all whom we think 
worthy of our confidence and ca = of filling 
offices of trust. We most emphatically deny 
for ourselves and for our friends the existence 
of any disposition to create distinctions between 
the native born Californians and Americans. 
Can we not call those who are propagating 
such ideas “disunionists” and “ disorganiz- 
ers!” Wesay to all good Americtms, come 
one, come all, and give us the benefit of your 
education, counsel, and spirit of progress. In- 
fuse us with your ardor; teach us mildly your 
laws and the nature of your institutions, as we 
Californians, in time past, showed to your coun- 
trymen ours. Y@s, let virtuous men, and those 
who follow an honest occupation, come. They 
will find a wide field for their industry, and the 
same welcome reception will be extended to 
those who are now our bitterest detractors. 
For the sincerity of these sentiments we appeal 
to those same men to state what was their con- 
dition when they landed here. Who relieved 
them? Who raised them to office? Who 
signed their bonds? » Who signed their peti- 
tions and advocated their pretensions! Who 
placed them, in fact, in that state , of independ- 
ence in which they all now are? To them- 
sclves these questions might be put. 

We surely have our faults, but what set of 
people have not theirs? Shut up, for past 
years, from the rest of mankind,—deprived of 
the contact of civilization, arts, sciences a 
literature, and the benefits secured to others by 
a permancnt and firm government,—how could 
we advance? How could we keep pace with 
the sons born under that model government, 
under whose protection we now are! The 
duties of the conqueror, in this age, are mild- 
ness and protection—not tyranny and spolia- 
tion. If we are not to enjoy these benefits, do 
not at least curtail or impair the free enjoy- 
ment of those rights and privileges which have 
been guaranteed to us in the most sacred man. 
ner by the stipulations of a solemn treaty. We 
ask for no more. ie, 

Without animosity, without even a desire to 
return blow for blow, we submit the above as 
a justification in reply to the accusations cCir- 
culated against Californians. We think it our 
duty to express our sentiments when we sup- 
pose that hatred may be the result of false im- 


pressions; and although determined to protect 


ourselves with the laws given to us for our 
safety, in conclusion, for ourselves and our 
countrymen, we will say sincerely, let the past, 


be buried in oblivion, sheath the glistening! 


knife, we wave the olive branch. 
(Signed,) 
J. M. Covarrubias, T. R. Malo, Jose Carrillo 
T. Camarillo, Jose Lorenzana. 


The roads from Colusa to Red Bluff are im- 


fought without number. They have been fought | Many an eye will be dimmed with tears at} enough to’ make them known, frankly and 
with impunity. Legislators have left their seats | §!8 Utimely departure ; many a lip will grow 


to shed each other’s blood, and returned unre- 


eloquent in the praises of one who numbered 


buked to make laws for a people whose Consti-. his friends by hosts, and whose bosom ever 
tution they have openly set at naught. Even) glowed with the kindliest feelings towards his 


_ the framers of the Constitution itself have sac- 
religiously broken the sacred instrument they 


made. This crime has become a settled mode_ | 
of adjusting questions of honor. The Constitu., The Los Angeles Star annonces the death | 
tion of a State, and oaths of office, are readily. | in that city, on the 13th ultime, of Hugh Reid, | 


oft 


broken by honorable men! It is the only way 
Some men can be honorable. It is the only 
way some show themselves to be gentlemen! 
We could bear with the absurdity of dueling, 
put we cannot so easily spose of its criminal- 
ity either by Divine orS human law. And we 


could tolerate the duclist himself more easily, 


-. and regard with less concern his crime, were 
not public sentiment on the subject so dormant. 
We do not doubt but the sentiment of the State 
is against the practice, but we fear that the 


long silence and indifference will weaken it. | 


The sentiment, if expressed to-day, would star- 
tle the duelist, but it will lose all power of ex- 
pression if the shedders of hot and high blood 
much longer defy with impunity its power. 
The same also is true of the laws of the State 


that section of the State. 


language had also been prepared by him, 


| fellow-man. Peace to his memory. , 


Death of Hugh Ried. 


jaged forty-live years. He was a native 
Scotland, and, at the age of eighteen, emigrated 
to the Pacific coast, where he has lived for the 
last twenty-six years. Mr. Reed’s residence 
was at San Gabriel Mission, cight miles back 
of Los Angeles, where he had resided for a long 
time, having married one of the native women 
of the country. He was a fine Spanish scholar, 
aman of good education and of general infor- 
mation, and remarkably well versed in the 
| history of Calitornia. His acquaintance with 
the Indian tribes and their language was very 
He spoke several of their dialects, 
and published, not long since, a series of inter- 
esting articles in the Star, on’ the Indians in 
| A vocabulary of their 


and the practice of raffling. The laws prohibit | which, had he lived, would probably have been 


public raffling. They humanely protect the 


published. Mr. Reed was a member of the 


young and untutored in the world’s ways [rom | convention which tramed the Constitution of 


the snares of the crafty. They guard the sim- 
ple from the evil for the same reasons that the 
laws of all well regulated States suppress the 
- sale of lottery tickets. Indeed the two are one, 
and both are branches of gambling. 


this State. He was esteemed a generous and 


kind hearted man, a good and worthy citizen, 


whose death will be felt deeply by the com- 


“munity in which he dwelt. 
| Mr. Reid although he left Scotland in his 


On every just principle they are classed to. | Youth, never lost the influence of his carly 


gether, and that government would fail in its duty 
that overlooked evils of such magnitude. But 

‘manifestly mischievous as is the practice, and 
as openly in violation of well known law, how 
prevalent is the crime. Within the last ycar it 
has grown into great frequency and boldness. 

Respectable éstablishments, which we had not 
' suspected to be so in feed of patronage, and 
respectable men whom we had 1! ot supposed 


capable of stooping to such practices, espe-, 


cially in defiance of law, have shamelessly 
filled their windows, and placarded the city, 
with flaming appeals to our citizens to engage 
in these public games. 

But the evil would be comparatively trifling 


if its prevalence and boldness did not indicate |. 


an alarming carelessness_on the part of the 
community for public morality. It indicates 
an ingensi ibility most fatal to the best interest 
of the city and state. 
When. shall violated law be vindicated !— 
When will our grand juries take cognizance of 
these evils, and make their authors amenable 
to public justice! Not certainly will this indif- 
‘ference be overcome. There is moral power 
enough in this land. But how shall that power 
- be combined and concentrated in defence of 
morality and law! We fully believe that on 
- these points to which we have invited attention 
the voice of the State would support the law. 
But how shall the apathy -be removed that 
leaves the Jaw trampled in the dust! How 
ehall the public conscience be aroused to re- 


training. His carly Scotch convictions of the 
every one’s reading it in his own language, 
remained with him to the last. We know that 
he took an interest in its circulation among the 


Spanish population. We once received a let- 
ter from hitn to this effect, with a request that 
some bibles might be sent to him for distribu- 
tion. It isa pleasing fact to record, now that 
he is gone, that the poor Scotch boy after a 
residence of more than twenty-five years on 
this coast, still felt an interest in that bouk, and 


‘made efforts to circulate it among those, to 


| whom before it had been a sealed and forbid- 


remember over his grave, and mafk on 
his tablet, than any record of his virtues as a 
friend or private citizen. The latter soon per- 


the former in its intluence will live forever. 


Homewarp Ho !—To-morrow morning will 


Golden Gate. This steamer ‘is the largest, 
fleetest, and provided with the most elegant ac- 
commodations, of all our ocean fleet. She isa 


floating castle, and is truly the pride of the 
Pacific. Passengers by this ship are expected 
te reach New Yerk in twenty-two days. We 
wish we were ready to sail in ber, but our time 
has not yet come. The Golden Gate carries 
the Atlantic mails, as well as any amount of 


treasure. She connects with the Illinoia on 
the other side, 


without disguise. If they really wish to divide 
the State and introduce some “ peculiar institu- 
tions” here, let them declare it publicly. The 
people want no concealment in this matter, and 
will haye pone. 


important, and thé most warmly 
it wilf be kept as much as possi 
ground till after the election of delegates, as it 


den volume. That fact it is more pleasing to 


ish with the memory of those who knew him, 


leave for Panama the P. M. 8. 8. Co’s steamer 


The torrespondent of the Alia, speaking of 
the latter Ccommittce, says : 


Thig committee is expected to reportin favor 
of calling a Convention, in which the question 
of boupdary—the division of the State, will be 
discussed, The ciimmittee in the Senate, on 
the samme subject, Will make a similar report. 


From this there will probably be a minority 


report:. Notwithstanding the recommendation 
of the,Governor, that the amendments suggest- 
ed be submitted tethe people, the leaders, and 
perhags a majority of the party, favor a Con- 
ventia ; and im that Convention, if called, the 
questfon. of dividing the State will be the most 
though 

le in the back- 


was in the late canvass for members of the 
Legisjature. I shall not be surprised to see a 
bill pass providing tor a Convention. 
Deyartune.—Among those who leave to- 
morrew on the Golden Gate is Gabriel B. Post, 
Esq.,of this city.- He will be absent for a short 
time, to return with his family. Mr. Post is an 
old resident on this coast, is well acquainted 
with its history ,and wants, and is identified 
every: way With its rising fortunes. He shares 
the highest respect and esteem of his fellow- 
citizens, and their best wishes go with him. 
We hope to see him return as the Collector of 
this Port, under the new administration. Of this 
we are.confident, that if President Pierce con- 


-sults‘the moral and social interests of this cit 
value of the Bible, and of the right and need of | : = y 


and State, and the wishes of the best friends of 
those interests ere, as we know he will, he 
will not forget the claims of Mr, Post to a 
position so prominent, and so influential for 
good or evil on our society, as that of the Col- 
lectorship of San Francisco. : 


Lectures on Jaran.—These Lectures, deliv- 
ered by Rev. 8S. H. WiHey, in his Church in 
Happy: Valley, have been atttended by large 
and interested audiences. The fourth and last’ 
of the series he will deliver next Sabbath after- 
noon, .at 34 o'clock. His subject will be the 
domestic and social condition of Japan, and the 
present state of its government. 


Wreck or THe Aperpeex.—This vessel from 
New York, in entering the Hed@is on Friday 
afterngon last, was caught in an eddy off Fort 
Poigt, and struck on the rocks close by where, 
not jong since, the ship Samoset was wrecked. 
She. became in a short time a total wreck, and 
has:now gone to peices. A large portion of 
her valuable cargo has floated out to sea. Some 
of it has been the prey of wreckers, who have 
been-hovering round it like sea birds for many 
days, venturing out in their boats by day, and 
at night camping round their fires on the sca 
beach, They are represented to be in great 


are destroyed. The steamers are running to 
Tehama, or the Bluffs almost every day. The 
Orient, the G. Winter and the Fashion, have 
been tothe Bluffs. The Express, the Capt. Sut- 
ter and Kennebec to Tehama. The people in 
the Valley and at Shasta will lack provisions. 
Colusa though not very lively just now is high 
and dry. Tehama is crowed with teamsters, 
packers and traders ; two or three hundred con- 
stantly there. 

In this goodly city it is the same old story— 
Water and mud, mud and water—to-day one is 
uppermost, to-morrow the other. On Sunday 
the water rose again but not as high as before. 
Now the water gives way, and the mud has it. 
As I unite ever and anon the shouts and laugh- 
ter of the crowd rise over the slips and mishaps 
mirings of some unlucky wight. 

Warmly yours, 
Eior. 


* From the Mining Region. 
Our intelligence from this quarter is, on the 
whole, encouraging. It istrue that in the more 


elevated mining regions the great depth of 
snow, and the extreme scarcity of provisions in 
consequence, have put an cnd for a while to 
all mining operations, and driven the miners 
out in large numbers to the valleys below. 


But in other sections, although there is an ex- 


cess of rain, and provisions command most ex- 
orbitant prices, we hear that the miners are 
generally doing well. 
suffering through a scantiness of fuod, and the 


Some undoubtedly are 


many have but few comforts to boast of, yet 
the returns of those who can labor are said to 
be highly remuncrative. A gentleman in our 


office from Drytown, Calaveras Co., thus speaks 
encouragingly of the miners in and around that 


region. A few weeks of clear, bright weather 


to dry up the roads and facilitate the transpor- 


tation of provisions into the interior, would 
very much gladden the hearts of the miners, as 
well as improve the condition of the whole 
State. | 


Daring Robbery. 
San Jose, Jan. 10, 1853. 
Ma. Eprtor :—Last 


Mr. Aikenhead, our County Treasurer, and 
called him to the door, as if to speak with him. 
They then knocked him down, dragged him 
into the mud and choked him, until they could 
wrest the safe keys from his pocket. They 


safes, and made their escape. Mr. Aikenhead 
was badly bruised. Three persons, supposed 


numbers, some of them having merry times 
: over the liquor kege they fish up from the waves, 
| 


passable to Wagons or loaded mules. Goods | 
are scattered all along the valley and many 


evening, (Sunday,) about 
8 o'clock, several villians went to the office of 


took from seven to eleven thousand dollars of 
the County or State Funds from one of the 


to be inpplicated, have been arrested, but prob- 
ably not the principals. A number of other 
suspicio.s characters have suddenly disappear- 
ed from their usual haunts among the gambling 


houses, and the officers are in eager pursuit. 


or 


Santa Barbara, Dec. 27th, 1852. 
From Australia. 

By the barque Abyssinnia, from Sydney; 
which arrived here on Saturday the 8th inst, 
we have received files of papers from Austra- 
lia. The gold fields of that country seem to be 
well cultivated, and are yielding very hand- 
some returns. In the rush for the mines agri- 
culture has been much neglected, and this with 
the large population flowing in from abroad 
has rendered siaple provisions very high.— 
Flour is worth at Sydney, £35 perton. At 
Hobart ‘Town, in Van Dieman’s Land, mutton 
was wort 8d. and beef Is. per pound. 

From New South Wales, of which Sydney is 
the Capital we gleam the following. 


Any man with a trade at his fingers’ ends, or 
able-bodied willing laborers, capable of doing 
a day’s work, cannot fail to succeed. Our 
nines show no symptoms of exhaustion, but on 
the contrary every week annownces the dis- 
covery of some new spot in which the precious 
metal lies. 

The floods have not yet sufliciently subsided 
at the Turon to allow the sanguine proprietors 
of bed claims to commence operations with any 
degree of spirit. On Church Hill, in dry 
diggings, some claims have yielded well, others 
have barely paid expenses. At Tambaroura, 
the yield continues good, notwithstanding the 
difficulties arising from the superabundance of 
water. One man sold, in Sydney, the produce 
of six weeks work, and after paying all expen- 


ses had a bulance left of £135. At Tuena 


many parties were making from 60 to 70 ounces 
per week. The number of miners was in- 


creasing and success appeared pretty general. 


Exciting accounts of the rich yield of the 
Pingera gold fields, having reacned Sydney and 
Maitland, an experivnced miner was induced to 
visit them, but he reports out of some 200 per- 
sons scattered about there were about a dozen 
or more parties, cach of three, four or five men, 
who were making from two to four ounces a 
day, but that the others were doing little or 
nothing. The productive grdund was confined 
to a very small space in forest land, and 
was even there purely surface diggings, the 


old commencing among the very roots of the 
dhe ing not deep- 
er than nine inches. 


Hancinc Rocx Diceises.—Many parties about 
Hang Rock creek were doing well; one 
having obtained 27 ounces in a day. Bight 
miles from the Rock the diggings were very 
rich and profitable. In many places in the 


vicinity the water was too high to work. 


Tue Pee. Diccines.—A ridge of auriferous 
quartz has been discovered here which 


mises immense wealth. The gold is universa}- 


ly distributed through the quartz and is quite 
plain to the eye. 


_ Tue Victoria District, of which Melbourne 
is the Capital An immense emigration is 
flowing in this country. In view of it the Mel- 


“One startling question suggests itself to 
every reflecting mind—How are these emi- 


= to be housed and fed? There isa storm 
rewing, which will burst upon the colony like 
a clap of thunder. Are we prepared for it ?” 
The rainy season at Melbourne stifl contin- 
ued. _ The roads from town were in a terrible 
condition; they swarmed -with travellers on 


their way to the mines. The private escort alone 
the week ending Sept. 
No Government es. 
ust been 

in the Calphurnis, and 


brought into town durin 
arrived, ounces had 
shipped for England 


Pro ja few da 
tried and 


about 100,000 ounces were weighed off for ; 
Australian on the 23d ber. he 
News had reached Melbourne of the disco, 
ery of a — gold field on the Ovens rive, 
on the Sydney road; 400 ounces of the yo); 
had arrived with the news. The intelligence 


from the other diggings was > and it 
reported that diggi d becn 
within twenty-five miles city. 
In Melbourne gold was selling at £3 85. 4; 
per ounce. 


Some one from the interior writes: 
weather still continues wet. We have not hag 
up to Sept. 25th, three consecutive days of ting 
weather since the 14th March. I fear that ney, 
year we shall be very short of wheat. \, 
above one quarter of the land usually cropy, 
with that grain was sown this year, and muc) 
of the seed that was sown has rotted in 1), 


ground. At present, wheat is fetching from a, 
to 10s. per bushel, and fine flour is selling 
£30 per ton. a 


New Zeacaxv.—Gold has been discoverr; 
here. A commission sent out by the Gover). 
ment to examine the country, returned wit) 
specimens of gold and gold quartz. How abun. 
dant was the ore, it was not aseertained. 


ARRIVAL OF STEAMERS. 


The Vanderbilt steamer Independence arrive 
on Saturday morning, 8th instant, having Ici; 
San Juan the 22d ultimo. She brought. 
some two hundred passengers, including fort, 
women and children. 

The P. M. 8. 8S. Co.’s steamer Panama a; 
rived on Tuesday last, having left Panama op 
the evening of Dec. 26th. She brings no lat; 
advices from the Atlantic. There were two 
hundred and forty-three passengers, including 
several families. 

The rainy season at Panama has been up. 
commonly long and severe. The new (ivy. 
ernor, Don Salvador Boldau, had arrived 
Panama. The Royal W. IL Mail Co. are erect. 
ing an iron dock at Aspinwall. 


From Orecos.—The P. M. stearher Colwr! 
arrived on Tuesday morning, 11th instant, tro 
Oregon, with thirty-six passengers. 

On the upward trip of the Columbia, when 


about 12 miles above Astoria, one of the 
men, while standing near the bow: port, wa. ° 


nd | Struck by the boatswain of the steamer, and he — 


unfortunately fell overboard and was drown), 
although every effort was made to save hii. 
Capt. Dall, on learning the circumstances of tiv 
case from some of the seamen who witness” 
the affair, had the boatswain put in irons an! 
confined in one of the state rooms, intending \o 
bring him to San Francisco for trial. Th: 
night before the steamer left Portland, howev«:, 
the boatswain broke out of confinement ai 
escaped. The authorities of Portland were 1. 
tified of his escape, and requested to apprehen! 
hin if possible, and retain him in custody un?! 
the return of the steamer. . 

The weather has been very severe in Oregon 
Large quantities of snow have fallen, rendering 
the communication between different parts 0 
the country exceedingly difficult. -The Oreg:- 
nian ot 25th of Dec., published at Portland, 
says: 

Within the last two weeks we have experi. 
enced the coldest weather cver before known 
in Oregon. The snow has fallen at this point 
one fuot deep, and yet remains upon the ground. 
The mercury has been within four degrees «1 
zero; and, indeed, for the last six days it has 
been below the freezing point. This unusually 
cold weather, together with the lange quantity 
of snow fallen, cannot fail to destroy a lary: 
proportion of the stock throughout the country. 
po among the immigrant cattle. We 

ave heard of a large number dying in our ii- 
mediate neighborhood. But few farmers have 
had the precaution to provide fodder for their 


stock through the winter, as it has seldom been 
found necessary. 

SurFERING AND DeéstituTIon Tur Ew- 
GRANTS.—This vigorous weather, coupled wih 
the fact that with us provisions command morc 
than double the ordinary prices, is truly severe 
upon a great portion of the later arrived immi- 
grants, and would seem tq indicate to a certain- 
ty that our country must be the abode of much 
sullering, if the weather does not moderate. 

_ It is well known that a large number of th: 
immigration are almost or entirely destitut:, 
and as many of them arrived just as winter 
was setting in, the wonder is how they have 
managed to grapple so uncomplainingly with a 
state of things so unfavorable, as they hav 
done. But that there is much actual want 
among them is notorious; it canflot be other- 
wise ; and just at this time there is very little 
labor to be obtained, by those who could ear 


enough by it to eke out a comfortable existenc’ 
during the winter. there are mans 


widows and orphans whose condition «all. 
loudly upon the charity and kindness of tho» 


in easier circumstances. “The Lord loveth a 
cheerful giver.” 


SteicHixc.—Sleighing, or rather sledding, ha: 
become quite fashionable in our streets ot lat: 
and our ears have been frequently greeted with 
the sound of the merry jingling sleigh bells. 

It is said the snow has fallen to the depth 0! 
len feet on the Calapooya mountains, If so, a!! 
communication with the mining districts is cv! 
off, and we shall expect to hear of much suffc'. 
ing, if not starvation, from that region. 

A man by the name of E. R. Cuyler, from 
lowa, was frozen to death, on the night of Dec 
2ist., in a small boat, which had become {i+' 
in the ice on Columbia River. Another by the 
name of Gates, from lowa, was frozen to deat! 
on the prairie two miles from, Dayton Yambil! 
County. 

The rivers have been much swollen by reccn' 
rains and melting of the snow, and much da- 
mage was apprehended. 

The Territorial Lesgislatur is still in session 
at Salem. The project of dividing the Ternto- 
ry, and calling the upper part Columbia, is stil! 
entertained and agitated. 

There are two English schools h 
in Los Angeles. — 

Three raniaos were hung in that city 0” 
Sunday, the 5th ult., supposed be lenplicated 
in various crimes. These with one Reyes hun, 


8 previous, make four that have bec! 


executed the citi 
~ izens Without the 


Counry.—The sSter has the 
census returns of that county, as rendered )) 
E. S. Hoar, Esq. They are as follows: 

Total population, 2,131; Foreign residen'> 
119; domesticated ‘Indians, 606; mulattoes, °. 
horses, 2,990; mulés, 120; beef cattle, 50,297. 
working oxen, 522; wild cows, estimated 30,178: 
fame cows, 1,560; sheep, 7,391; swine, 225: 
pcultry, 1,547; bushels of barley, 4,748 ;_ beans. 
1,083 ; wheat, 615; corn, 2,316; potatoes, 3,323: 
pears, 1,487; peaches, 50; apples, 150; cwt. ot 
grapes for the table 106; barrels of wine, 4°: 
aguardienjc, 33; of squashes and 


474; tons wild he 88 j under 
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